Our Authors by unknown
87
John C. Bates, Esq. is a graduate of  Duquesne University (B.A., M.A., 
and J.D.).  He is the retired Associate Regional Counsel for the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Housing and Urban Development, a Member of  the Board of  
Directors of  The Catholic Historical Society of  Western Pennsylvania, and 
a former president of  the organization.
Rev. Michael P. Conway, S.T.L., is a graduate of  Duquesne University 
and completed four years of  study while resident at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome.  He served as “Roman Correspondent” for 
The Catholic Historical Society of  Western Pennsylvania during his time 
in the Eternal City.  He was ordained a priest of  the Diocese of  Pittsburgh 
on June 28, 2014 and is currently serving as parochial vicar at Immaculate 
Conception Parish in Washington, PA.
Alan B. Delozier is University Archivist/Associate Professor at Seton 
Hall University and Executive Director of  the New Jersey Catholic Histor-
ical Commission.  He holds a Doctor of  Letters in Irish and Irish-Amer-
ican Studies from Drew University (2015), in addition to a B.A. from St. 
Bonaventure University, an M.A. from Villanova University, and a M.L.S. 
from Rutgers-The State University of  New Jersey.  He has written and 
spoken extensively on various aspects of  American Catholic History and 
his family has connections to Western Pennsylvania through Prince Gal-
litzin and his missionary trails in the region.
Paul Dvorchak is a graduate of  the University of  Pittsburgh, with a MA.T. 
from that university and a M.A. from Duquesne University.  He served as 
Assistant Director of  St. Joseph House of  Hospitality in Pittsburgh 1987-
2001 and as Director 2001-2012, retiring in 2012.  
Rev. James W. Garvey is a retired priest (2008) of  the diocese of  Pitts-
burgh.  With a Bachelor’s degree from the University of  Pittsburgh and a 
Master of  Divinity from St. Francis Seminary in Loretto, he was ordained 
in 1976.  He has written the histories of  seven parishes in the diocese of  
Pittsburgh, and a memoir about riding the streetcar: A Transfer Please.  He 
writes for the Pittsburgh Catholic and local journals.  A long-time member of  
the Catholic Historical Society’s Board of  Directors, he served two terms 
as President.  One of  the founders of  Jubilee Soup Kitchen, he was Di-
rector of  St. Joseph’s House of  Hospitality for seven years — with many 
years of  ministry devoted to the poor, the homeless, and low-income 
housing in the inner city.  He reads the Scriptures for a small Catholic radio 
network, WAOB-FM.
Grant Gerlich is Archivist of  the Mercy Heritage Center in Belmont, 
NC.  He is a Certified Archivist with over 15 years’ experience in the mu-
seum and archival field.  He has worked as the Curator of  Collections 
at Soldiers and Sailors Military Museum in Pittsburgh PA.  Grant then 
represented West Overton Museums in Scottdale PA and Georgia’s Old 
Capital Museum in Milledgeville GA as Executive Director.  In addition, 
Grant has served on the board of  several historical societies including the 
Lawrenceville Historical Society. He taught a course in Museum Studies 
and Historical Organizations at Georgia College and has instructed sev-
eral archival seminars.  Before becoming Archivist and Director of  the 
Mercy Heritage Center, Grant was archivist for the McGreal Center for 
Dominican Historical Studies in River Forest IL.  Grant has an M.A. in 
History with a concentration in Archival, Museum and Editing studies 
from Duquesne University and a Master of  Library and Information Sci-
ence from Dominican University.
James K. Hanna is a true Pittsburgher: he holds an A.A. in Liberal Arts 
from Robert Morris College, a B.A. in Social Sciences from the University 
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of  Pittsburgh, and an M.A. in Theology from Duquesne University of  the 
Holy Spirit.  He is an online instructor for the University of  Notre Dame’s 
STEP program and a freelance writer whose articles have appeared in 
OSV Newsweekly.
Barbara Hecht is Director of  Communications for the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph of  Baden, PA, and has served in that position since 2000. After 
graduating from Duquesne University with a B.A. in Journalism, Barbara 
began her career at The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette where she worked in various 
posts that included education reporter, copy editor and assistant city edi-
tor. She subsequently was employed by the North Hills School District as 
communications coordinator.  She is a current member and former board 
member of  the national Communicators for Women Religious.
Katherine Koch is a member of  Phi Beta Kappa and a summa cum laude 
graduate of  Kent State University, with a B.S. in computer science. She 
has many Passionists in the family tree, including Fr. Viktor Koch, C.P., 
the founder of  the Passionist German-Austrian foundation, and Fr. Basil 
Bauer, C.P., one of  the many missionaries who worked in China.  She is 
an independent scholar of  Passionist history. She is finishing a historical 
fiction novel about Fr. Viktor’s travails in Nazi Germany, presently titled 
The Sower of  Black Field.  Additional information is available at www.vik-
torkoch.com and at the Passionist historical archives website at http://
cpprovince.org/archives.
Blanche McGuire is a graduate of  Baylor University (B.A., M.A.) and the 
University of  Pittsburgh (M.B.A.).  She is a retired Senior Vice President 
of  Marketing Strategy for Ketchum Directory Advertising.  Her special 
interest is Catholic history in colonial Maryland and Pennsylvania.  Many 
of  her ancestors were Prince Gallitzin’s parishioners.  She is Acting Presi-
dent of  The Catholic Historical Society of  Western Pennsylvania as well as 
former President and Vice President.  She is a published author.
Alexander J. Schrenk is a seminarian for the Diocese of  Pittsburgh. He 
holds B.A. (Classical Languages and Philosophy, 2011) and M.A. degrees 
(Philosophy, 2013), both from Duquesne University. He is currently in his 
third year of  theological studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome, on track to complete coursework for an S.T.B. degree later this year 
before beginning work on an S.T.L. in 2016. During the school year he 
resides at the Pontifical North American College in Rome, and is looking 
forward to Summer 2017, the prospective date of  his ordination to the 
priesthood.
Kathleen Washy is Archivist for the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Baden, a po-
sition which she has held since 2013.  Prior to that, she served as Archivist 
for Mercy Hospital/UPMC Mercy for more than twenty years.  Since 1991, 
she has been a member of  the Board of  Directors of  the Catholic Histori-
cal Society of  Western Pennsylvania, holding many offices, including her 
current role as Treasurer.  She also has served as Consulting Archivist for 
Mercy Behavioral Health.  She holds a B.A. in History & Anthropology 
from Gannon University, a M.A. in History from the University of  To-
ronto, and a M.A. in History & Archival Administration, with a Certificate 
in Museum Studies, from Case Western Reserve University. 
Dennis Wodzinski is Archivist of  the Sisters of  St. Francis of  the Provi-
dence of  God in Whitehall, PA.  He holds a B.A. from John Carroll Uni-
versity and a M.A. from Duquesne University, both in the field of  his-
tory.  He occasionally serves as an adjunct instructor for the Duquesne 
University Classics Department, and is presently an instructor a La Roche 
College.
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